
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
Dear Homeowner, 
 
In February 1999 the town adopted an outdoor lighting by-law in order to preserve the 
rural character of the town, promote the habitat of nocturnal wildlife, prevent light 
pollution, preserve and enhance the character of nighttime views and to be considerate 
neighbors. 
 
If you are notified that you have outdoor lighting that is not in compliance with the bylaw 
you have 60 days to remedy the situation. 
 
All outdoor lighting must be shielded and pointed downward so that no lamp or direct 
glare is visible from the property line or, from any public or private way except the 
portion of a driveway used for loading/unloading and parking. All outdoor light fixtures 
should be placed so that the lamp is no higher than eave line of the structure for a one-
story building or, the first story on multiple story buildings. 
 
Outdoor lighting is only allowed for the safe use of outdoor spaces at night, not for 
illuminating homes and landscapes.  Outdoor lighting must, therefore, be shielded and 
focused to maximize the illumination of such space (e.g. a stairway, walkway, path, deck, 
grill or parking area) is, and minimize the illumination of adjacent structures and 
vegetation.  Exterior lamps should be of the lowest wattage necessary to insure safe use 
of the exterior space, and yellow colored bulbs should be used wherever possible since 
they generate significantly less glare than white bulbs. 
 
The attached documents should help you understand how to comply with the bylaw.  If 
you have any questions on this matter please contact Peter Temple at 508-645–3256. 
 
Interior lighting is not controlled by this by-law, but homes with large windows and 
bright lights can spoil the nighttime view for others.  We hope that everyone will observe 
the spirit of this by-law and examine the visibility of their internal lighting as well. 
 
Thank you, 
 
 
Aquinnah Board of Selectmen 
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