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AQUINNAH TOWN ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES
EXECUTIVE SESSION
MEETING OF MARCH 7, 2011

Town Hall. Agquinnah, Massachusetts

CALL TO ORDER: 1:05 pm

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT AT CALL TO ORDER
Elise LeBovit, Richard Skidmore, Michael Stutz, Peter Temple

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT AT CALL TO ORDER
James Newman, Mary Elizabeth Pratt

LAND BANK COMMISSIONERS PRESENT AT CALL TO ORDER
Carlos Montoya

STAFF PRESENT AT CALL TO ORDER
James Lengyel

NEW BUSINESS

1. Vineyard Open Land Foundation (off the Lighthouse Road)
The Board discussed the possible acquisition of this pro-
perty, at $225,000.

Board members also discussed draft preliminary goals
which call for the beach access to be fenced off — in
those locations likely to experience trespass — while a
final plan is prepared; the property is subject to ten
pre-existing beach-access foot easements, to Phoebe Horn-
blower et al., but it appears that none of these individ-
uals has any sort of easement in the way connecting the
locus and the Lighthouse Road.

Such fencing — which the Commission is seeking as a
contingency in the contract — will require (1.) a permit

P.O. Box 2057 = Edgartown, Massachusetts 02539 ® 508 627-7141  Fax 508 627-7415

¥ printed on recycled paper



Minutes, Agquinnah TAB Executive Session, 03-07-2011 2

from the Conservation Commission under the wetlands pro-
tection act; and (2.) a special permit from the Planning
Board Plan Review Committee, as the property is in the
Gay Head Cliffs district of critical planning concern.

Considerable discussion took place as to (1.) the need to
improve, subject to the wetlands protection act, the
beach-path, as it can be impassable at certain times of
the year; (2.) the possibility of asking the town to own
the beach-path, with the land bank to own the balance of
the locus; (3.) whether any of the neighbors could claim
prescriptive rights in the beach-path; (4.) the benefit
of providing a “museum-quality” loop trail around the
full head of the cliffs; and (5.) the possibility that
something other than fencing could accomplish the goal of
protecting the resource while an access plan is final-
ized.

After discussion, Mr. Stutz moved and Mr. Temple seconded
and the Board voted unanimously in a roll call vote (1.)
to approve the preliminary management goals, subject to
an amendment calling for the town and tribe to be sup-
plied with keys to a gate(s) to be installed in the fenc-
ing, for public safety purposes; (2.) to recommend to the
Commission that it acquire this property, at $225,000,
and to urge the Commission to consider dropping the fenc-
ing contingency on the grounds [a] that seeking permits
prior to a closing would draw attention to the land
bank’s planned acquisition and thus possibly derail it
and [b] that it is the sense of the Board that the per-
mits are attainable and therefore should not be a cause
for ¢ oncern; and (3.) to notify the Commission that the
Board believes it prudent for the two entities to meet
on-site prior to the filing of the fencing applications
in order to work out the details.

Board members agreed to attend the application hearings
in order to urge approval; installation would take place
as soon as permits are granted.

ADJOURNMENT
By a motion made and seconded, the Board voted unanimously in
a roll call vote to adjourn. 2:26 pm
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