Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Committee Meeting Minutes February 11, 2014
Members Present: Peter Temple, Jo- Ann Eccher, Carlos Montoya, Sarah Thulin, Jim Newman 
Absent: Berta Welch and Jim Wallen                                                                                                     
Others Present: Chris Alley, Kristen Fauteux, Greg Mercier, Dave Lani
7:00 Public Meeting                                                                                                                            PBPRC Minutes from December 10 2013 were approved as amended.                                                     

Public Hearing:  Moshup Trail LP, Moshup Trail Map12 Lots 7 & 34 and Map 9 Lot 203 request for special permits under SS 11.3-1A, 11.4-1, 11.8-1, 13.4-7, 13.7-1 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the siting and construction of a single family dwelling, driveway, septic system with associated utilities and clearing in the Moshup trail DCPC where total footprint will exceed 2000sf   Peter Temple was recused as an abutter, Sarah Thulin was recused due to her affiliation with the Sheriffs Meadow Foundation, also an abutter. Jo-Ann Eccher stepped in as chair to open the hearing. With two members absent, and two members recused there was no quorum. Jo Ann entertained a motion to continue the hearing to April 8 2014 at 7:05pm and with a site visit at 5:30pm. Carlos moved, Jim seconded, Motion to continue passed.                                           

Public Hearing: John Patton, 59 Moshup Map 10 Lot 27 request for special permits under ss  11.8-1 for Brush cutting and clearing in the Moshup Trail DCPC.                                                                  Chris Alley came before the Board and presented the applicant’s plans for brush cutting, replacing lost sand over the leaching field and their intention to replace a sand dune with a grass seeded lawn. Peter stated that there has been aggressive topping which makes the house even more visible than it has to be. To cut the top of the dune and plant other bushes and trees for screening will look manmade and is not in the spirit of the Moshup Trail DCPC. The Board was not in favor of removing the sand dune for the risk of destroying a natural resource area.                                           After more discussion, Peter entertained a motion with conditions as follows:                                                                         A special permit to brush cut for a path, as shown on the plan, for the purpose of bringing in sand to cover the leaching field where sand has been lost. The width of the path and the method for bringing in the sand will be determined by the Conservation Commission.                                                                                                                  Applicant must plant beach grass to stabilize the open spots on the dune.                                                         Any previous permits granted for topping of trees and brush on the side of the dune, the side of the road and on top of the dune are revoked. A representative from the Planning Board Plan Review Committee will determine what level of topping is allowed for the purpose of letting the vegetation grow back in order to prevent further erosion of the dune and to minimize the visibility of manmade structures.                                                                                                               The Committee denies the request for any brush cutting and clearing other than for the path mentioned above, including the area next to the deck up to the area of the leaching field.        Motion was moved by Jim N, seconded by Sarah, motion passed unanimously with 5 votes.                                                         



Public Hearing: Yvette Eastman, 17 East Pasture Rd Map 8 lots 76, 78, 80, request for Special Permits under SS 13.10-2of the Aquinnah Zoning By Laws for clearing and removal of trees.      Peter stated that this is not a request for new clearing but a response to the illegal clearing done by the neighbors, Shafer and Howes. Subsequently they are responsible for the clearing and maintenance on Yvette Eastman’s land. Peter continued to clarify that Sheriffs Meadow only has a conservation easement on the land and nothing more. Because SMF does not have any financial interest, SFM member Sarah Thulin would not be in conflict to participate and vote in the Hearing as a PBPRC member.  Kristen came before the Board to represent the management plan prepared by Sheriffs Meadow. The Board reviewed the plan that involved trimming/mowing of scrub oak, shrub land, plain sand heathland and plain sand grassland. Certain areas require mowing/clearing every year. Some areas will need to be done every 3 to 5 years and some every 10 years in order to preserve the moths and caterpillars native to the area. Peter requested that SMF stake the areas that will be worked on. Conditions such as no clearing/mowing with 100 feet of a resource area, no use of herbicides, no animal grazing.  The Shafer/Howes will be responsible for maintaining this plan for the next 10 years.                                                                                                                                                                                        Peter stated that he will prepare the two Special Permits, one for Eastman and one for Shafer/Howes that will incorporate all the content that was discussed if so motioned by the Committee.  Motion was moved by Sarah, Seconded by Jo Ann, Motion passed.                               
Public Hearing: Wendy Swolinzki Map 3 lot 34.6 (lot “B” as shown on a Plan of Lease Lots, Gay Head (Menemsha) MA. 7 July 1992) for special permits under ss 13.4-1 & 11 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaw for the relocation of a preexisting nonconforming structure in the Marine Commercial District. Continued from November 12, 2013. The applicant’s attorney, Eric Peters, submitted a letter requesting an extension for the applicant’s request.  Motion to continue the hearing to April 8 at 7:30 was moved by Sarah and seconded by Jo Ann, Motion passed.          


Public Hearing: American Tower Corporation Outdoor DAS, LLC request for Special Permits under Article IX ss 9.2-1 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to replace the existing distributed antenna nodes with new 4X14 foot antennas in the following locations 85 State Road Map 6 lot 103, 26 State Road Map 9 Lot 153, 27 Moshup Trail Map 12 Lot 65, 3 Moshup Trail Map 11 Lot 29                                                                                                                                                       




[bookmark: _GoBack]Greg Mercier and Dave Lani from Amercan Tower came before the Board to present their proposal for the new style antennas to replace the existing antennas at the current 4 locations.  Pictures were presented and the style and look of the new antennas were examined. The gaps in coverage and how much coverage would be sufficient in Town were discussed at length. The Committee wanted to see what the new proposed antennas will look like before an additional 4 nodes can go in place. During the discussion it was discovered that the dimensions of the new antennas and poles in the application and notices were in correct. The dimensions of the new antennas are 14 inches in diameter and 4 feet in length and not 14X14 feet as stated in the application and hearing notices. The existing antennas are 8 feet long. The Committee determined that the visual impact with the new antennas may be less dramatic as previously implied. Peter read a letter in opposition to the new antennas from abutter Beverly Evans. It was also discussed that the previous approval for the additional 4 locations did not include the new proposed antennas. The Committee wanted to make certain the look of the new antenna would be acceptable before allowing an additional 4. Peter entertained a motion to allow the applicant to replace the existing nodes with the new poles and antennas with the condition that their effectiveness for improved cell phone coverage/service will be tested/studied before applications for additional nodes can be submitted to this committee. Motion was moved by Jim N and seconded by Carlos, Motion passed unanimously.                                                                                  
Respectfully Submitted                                                                                                                 Sibel Suman
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