Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Committee Meeting Minutes April 8, 2014
Members Present: Peter Temple, Berta Welch, Carlos Montoya, Jo Ann Eccher, Jim Wallen,  Sarah Thulin, Jim Newman.
Others Present: Chris Alley, Reid Silva, Larry Shubert, Elsa Freeland, Brooks Bellingham, Jeff Thors, Ted Cammann, Kathy Newman 
7:15 Public Meeting
· Minutes: Motion to approve the PBPRC minutes from March 11, 2014 was moved by Sarah and seconded by Jim N, Berta abstained. Minutes were approved as written.
· Raymond’s Hill LLC, 74 State Road map 6 lot103, Request for a zoning determination to site a 10 x 12 shed.                                                                                                                                                        Berta, as the applicant, was recused. A site visit took place and the Committee determined that while the site is briefly visible from the road it is downhill from the road, making it less visible, and it is sited against a vegetated background so it will blend in and doesn’t break the tree line. The shed will not have electricity/lights and all trim will be natural material. Peter reminded the applicant that all other exterior fixtures on the house need to be compliant with the Towns exterior lighting bylaws. It was also discussed that the applicant will plant bushes along the side of the road to minimize visibility. Motion to approve the zoning determination was made by Jim N. and seconded by Jim W. Motion passed.    
Public Hearing: Moshup Trail LP, Moshup Trail Map12 Lots 7 & 34 and Map 9 Lot 203 under SS 11.3-1A, 11.4-1, 11.8-1, 13.4-7, 13.7-1 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the siting and construction of a single family dwelling, driveway, septic system with associated utilities and clearing in the Moshup Trail DCPC where total footprint will exceed 2000sf. 
Peter was recused as an abutter. Sarah was also recused due to her affiliation with the Sheriffs Meadow Foundation also an abutter. The hearing was chaired by JoAnn. Chris Alley presented plans to the Committee and stated that there are no architectural drawings as of yet because at this stage this is only a proposal to determine if there is a buildable site on the lot. The applicant still needs to go to Board of Health and to Con Com for approvals and permitting. The letter from MHC recommending an intensive archeological survey was presented and discussed. Jo Ann recommended further review of the Moshup Trail guidelines, and to continue the hearing with another site visit with poles set up so the Committee could determine visibility from the road and the cliffs. Motion to continue the hearing to May 20 at 7:45 with a site visit at 5:30 was made by Jim W and seconded by Jim N, motion passed.

Public Hearing: Wendy Swolinzki Map 3 Lot 34.6 (lot “B” as shown on a Plan of Lease Lots, Gay Head (Menemsha) MA. 7 July 1992) for special permits under ss 13.4-1 & 11 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaw for the relocation of a preexisting nonconforming structure in the Marine Commercial District. Berta was recused due to conflict of interest. Jim W. was recused as he was not present for the prior hearings. A letter requesting a continuance from the applicant’s attorney, Eric Peters, was presented. It was noted that the applicant’s attorney had been made aware that this will be the last continuance of this hearing. Motion to continue the hearing to June 17, 2014 at 7:30 was made by Jim N. seconded by Sarah, motion to continue passed.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Public Hearing: Philip and Elizabeth Weinstein 5 Sandcastle Lane map 5 lot 68 under ss 13.4-1, 13.4-4, 13.4-7, 13.4-10B of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to construct a 20x20 addition and a 7x20 exterior deck to an existing single family residence where total foot print exceeds 2000 sf. Hearing was continued from March   11. Larry Shubert came before the Committee with revised plans. The proposal is still a two story addition but without the 2nd floor balcony. The footprint including the pool and all other structures on the property is 4142sf which includes the proposed 540sf addition. The applicant will be screening with additional plantings and replace all white trim with gray tones. Photo shopped images with hedge plantings were reviewed. There was a discussion regarding the interpretation of the zoning bylaws for height restriction in areas that are open and highly visible. The proposed ridgeline is still at 22ft and per the bylaws the maximum height is 18ft. Peter explained that the area has already been determined to be open and highly visible therefore the height limit of 18 feet cannot be varied. The Committee emphasized that the standards they are applying here are consistent throughout the town. Peter stated that out of consideration for the Weinstein’s we do not want to deny the application but we also cannot approve this as presented. The Committee suggested to continue the hearing so Larry can consult with the Weinsteins for a revised plan that would keep the addition at 18 feet or less. Motion to continue for May 20th at 8:15 was moved by Jim N seconded by Carlos, motion to continue passed.
Public Hearing: Ted Cammann and Don Silva, Moshup Trail map11 lot 25.1 under ss13.4-1, 13.10-2, of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the siting and construction of a single family dwelling and driveway with associated utilities and clearing. Continued from March 11, Jim Wallen was recused as agent to the buyer. Reid Silva came before the board and presented a revised plan for siting based on Con Com requirements. The letter from MHC requesting an intensive archeological survey was presented. Reid asked the Committee to approve a location, footprint and curb cut. House plans were not available. Peter stated that the Committee will need to determine if the house would be open and visible at a site visit with ridge poles in place before they could approve a footprint and location. Motion to continue on April 29th at 8:05 with a site visit at 5:10 was made by Jim N and seconded by Jo Ann. Motion to continue passed. 
Public Meeting: Freeland 4 East Pasture Way map 8 lot 114 Request for an amendment to a previously approved plan and review of a landscape plan.                                                                                                 Continued from March 11 2014. Sarah was recused as an abutter. Brooks Bellingham and Jeff Thors presented the final revised landscape plan which included the retaining walls, areas around the house to be cleared and the pergola. At a joint site visit with Con Com, the Committee had participated in clearly defining the areas around the house that would be allowed for clearing. After a review and discussion, the Committee determined by a unanimous vote that the amendments to the plan were not significant changes to require a public hearing.  Motion was made by Jo Ann and seconded by Jim N.  The Committee discussed the Pergola at length. Peter entertained a motion to approve the amendments including the pergola with the following conditions:
1. The special permit for clearing is contingent upon the lower levels being screened, per the Bylaws, so that it is not visible from the pond and the property line. 
2. Subject to a post completion site visit/review of the landscaping to determine if more screening is required and where additional screening will need to be placed.
3. All construction/restoration, including the pergola, shall be of natural materials and neutral colors.
4. Subject to all Conservation Commission conditions.
5. Subject to all other conditions as stated in the original Special Permit dated December 23, 2013.

Motion to approve the amendments to the plan including the pergola was made by Jo Ann and seconded by Jim Wallen. Motion passed.
Respectfully Submitted
Sibel Suman
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