 Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Committee Meeting Minutes June 17, 2014
Members Present: Peter Temple, Berta Welch, Carlos Montoya, Jo Ann Eccher, Sarah Thulin, Jim Wallen, Jim Newman
Others Present: Reid Silva, Chris Alley, Brooks Billingham, William Waterway, Beverly Wright, Douglas Cameroon, Ross Kessler, Bill Chipman, Kaysea Hart, Mark London, Fred Hancock, Kathy Newman, Wendy Swolinzki, Bill & Leslie Monast, Alberto & Karen Salvatore, Jacob Salvatore, Justina Held
6:45 Public Meeting: 

1. The Planning Board Minutes of April 8th & 29th were approved as written. The PBPRC Minutes from April 29th were approved as amended.

2. Request for a Zoning Determination; Gay Head Baptist Church Parsonage, 3 Church St. map 9 lot 89 for the digging of a well and construction of a septic system. A letter from the MHC letter was received stating that an intensive archeological survey will be required for the area. Brooks Billingham came before the Committee with maps showing where the proposed digging will take place and stated he had arranged to conduct the dig with qualified observers from the Tribe and Holly Herbster from PAL will also be present. Peter entertained a motion to approve the Zoning Determination for the digging of a well and construction of a septic system subject to a receipt of a letter from MHC stating that no further archeological survey is required. Moved by Jim N seconded by Sarah, motion passed unanimously.                  

3. Request for a Zoning Determination; Alberto Salvatore 12 East Pasture Road map 8 lot 91.2:  to construct a bulk head on an existing house. After review and discussion, Peter entertained a motion to approve a Zoning Determination for the construction of a bulkhead on the existing house because the bulkhead is less than 70 feet and meets all the other requirements as set forth in ss 13.14-1 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws. No further archeological survey is required. Motion was moved by Sarah seconded by Jim W., motion passed unanimously
                                        
[bookmark: _GoBack]4. Martha’s Vineyard Commission: Peter introduced Fred Hancock and Mark London from the MVC along with Kathy Newman who came to present the initiative on scenic roads. A Scenic Roads Committee was created consisting of various MVC members and appointed members from each Town to review any future road improvement/development that can impact the islands scenic roads and to make recommendations for improvements and maintenance of vegetation. A slide show was presented showing different categories of roads and issues that the newly formed Scenic Roads Committee of the MVC will be addressing. The PBPRC had the opportunity to discuss Aquinnah’s scenic roads and various challenges such as maintaining view channels from public roads and utility installations of large poles.
                         
Public Hearing: Wendy Swolinzki Map 3 Lot 34.6 (lot “B” as shown on a Plan of Lease Lots, Gay Head (Menemsha) MA. 7 July 1992) for special permits under ss 13.4-1 & 11 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaw for the relocation of a preexisting nonconforming structure in the Marine Commercial District. Continued from April 8th.  Berta, Jim N and Jim W were recused. Wendy thanked the Committee for having continued her application for as long as possible and stated that at this time, due to pending litigation, she would like to withdraw her application without prejudice. The PBPRC accepted the applicants request to withdraw her application without prejudice.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Public Meeting: Commonwealth of Massachusetts Oxcart Road Map 2-lot 9.1. The applicant requested to have the condition restricting the lot to 4 cars in the Special Permit be removed because it was not stated during the Public Hearing of April 29th when the Committee voted to approve the Special Permit. Peter asked Sibel what was said on the recording and to read the minutes from April 29th. While it was established from the minutes and recordings that the restriction of 4 cars was not verbally stated in the actual motion, it was discussed throughout the hearing. The action taken by the Committee to redefine the parking lot by moving the large stones in by five feet was to minimize the parking lot to accommodate 4 cars, which from the Committees perspective was in fact limiting the lot to 4 cars.  Beverly voiced concern over removing the condition of limiting the lot to 4 cars. It was discussed in length the option of having another hearing with abutter’s notices or to amend the special permit. The usage issue should be resolved with the proper signage stating the lot is for fishermen use only, and the formation of the new path with vegetative buffer should resolve the issue of beach goers trespassing on abutters land. The Committee recommended that Beverly call the police if the problem with trespassers persists. The PBPRC will be reviewing the effectiveness of the plan after one year of operation. Sarah motioned to amend the written decision to reflect the written minutes from April 29th , seconded by Jim W. , motion passed unanimously.
Public Hearing: David Vickery 1 Old Lantern Way map 9 lots 52.1, 52.2, 53, 54.1, 54.2, 211 under ss13.4-1, 13.4-7, of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the siting and construction of a single family dwelling and driveway with associated utilities and clearing where total footprint exceeds 2000sf  in the Town Wide DCPC  Berta was recused. Chris Alley presented the plans for the siting of a new house with driveway. Chris emphasized that the development is being proposed as another dwelling on a contiguous 18 acre collection of conforming and non-conforming lots. The existing foot print on the property is 2942sf with the new proposed structure the total foot print would be 4912sf. All structures are situated on 3 of the contiguous lots (52.2, 54.1, 54.2) totaling 11.7 acres. Peter stated for the record that by proposing the new structure this way it would be limiting the divisibility of the property for future heirs and asked if the applicant was aware of this. Chris stated that Mr. Vickery was aware and preferred it that way. 
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Although the assessors map shows these lots as 3 separate lots, the Committee determined to view these 3 contiguous lots as one lot for zoning purposes because they are all in common ownership. This “one” lot has over 200feet of nonconforming frontage on Old Lantern Way                                                                                                                                                                                                               After further discussion, Peter entertained a motion to approve the siting of the house and the road as presented, subject to the results of an archeological survey.  Also, a Special Permit for the total of all structures on the “lot”  exceeding 2000sf of  footprint because the Committee determined that the density is appropriate given the amount of land involved, furthermore, the siting of the house is not open and highly visible.  A variance to be granted for the frontage under 13.4-10B (ii).  Motion was moved by Carlos, seconded by Jim W, motion passed unanimously.
Public Hearing:  Ron Slate 9 Clay Pit Way map 4 lots 92 & 101, request for Special permits under sections  13.4-2, 13.4-7of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the construction of an addition to an existing single family dwelling where total footprint exceeds 2000sf in the Town Wide DCPC. A letter from the applicant was received requesting a 60 day continuance. Sarah motioned to re schedule the hearing for August 19 at 7:30, Jim Wallen seconded, motion passed.
 Public Hearing: Richard Hart 18 State road map 8 lot 28 under section 13.4-1, 13.4-7, 13.6-2 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to install a fence along the side of a property line and siting of a shed in the Road Side District where the total foot print will exceed 2000 sf.                                            The Harts had been working closely with their neighbor Virginia York to find a solution to mitigate the issue of privacy caused by the close proximity of their homes. The Committee discussed the fence and landscaping with Kaysea Hart in detail. The Committee approved a special permit for the fence because it is under 6 feet and therefore not considered a structure. Peter entertained a motion to approve the fencing subject to the review of a landscaping plan to be submitted before the construction of the fence. Also that the applicant maintain vegetation on Virginia York’s side of the fence to minimize the visibility of the fence from the road,  a Special Permit for the siting of a shed, already on the property, subject to moving the shed 5 more feet away from the property line to comply with the 30’ setback requirement. Also in the same motion, a Zoning Determination for 5 to 6 panels of the same style and size fencing to be placed on the south  side of Virginia York’s property because it is not visible from the road, conditioned on Virginia re-establishing and maintaining a vegetative buffer in front of her house. Motion was moved by Carlos, seconded by Jim W, motion passed unanimously.
Meeting adjourned at 9:55
Respectfully Submitted,
Sibel Suman
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