Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Committee Meeting Minutes August 19, 2014
Members Present:                                                                                                                                    Peter Temple, Berta Welch, Jo- Ann Eccher, Carlos Montoya, Sarah Thulin, Jim Wallen                                                                                                                                               Absent: Jim Newman                                                                                                  
Others Present: Reid Silva, Chris Alley, Adam Wilson, Beverly Wright, Len Butler, Marshal Lee, Bettina Washington, Betsey Mayhew, Jed Smith, Betsy Shay, Richard Skidmore, Roger Howlett, David & Diane Jenson, Judy Pianka, Roland Savage, Randy & Sandy Motland, Rodolfo Cardona, Anne Stewart, Suzanne Boyer, Peter Weiss, Judy Weiss, Jaime Weiss. Present via speaker phone, Jim Pickman
Public Meeting opened at 7:00
1. The PBPRC Minutes from May20th, June 17th & 24th were approved as amended.
2. Walter, Verdick 5 Sea Mist Lane map 12 lot 35.1, Request to extend a Special Permit. Berta was recused as an abutter. Chris Alley, on behalf of his client Walter Verdick, requested to extend a Special Permit dated September 30th 2013. Peter entertained a motion to extend the Special Permit for 1 year with a new expiration date of September 30, 2015. Motion was moved by Sarah, seconded by Jim W. motion passed. 
Public Hearing: Request for Special Permits from Thomas Dourmashkin 65 Moshup Trail map 10 lot 51 under ss 13.1(A) 2 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to abandon an existing cesspool and to install a Title V septic system upgrade in the Moshup Trail DCPC. Jo Ann was recused as an abutter. Reid Silva came before the Committee and presented a plan showing the location of the proposed septic system. Peter entertained a motion to approve the request subject to receiving a positive finding on the archeological survey from MHC. Motion was moved by Jim W. seconded by Sarah, motion passed unanimously.                                                              
Public Hearing: Request for Special Permits from The Town of Aquinnah under ss 13.4-1, 13.4-6 C, 13.4-11 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to relocate a pre-existing non-conforming structure, The Gay Head Light, from its current location 15 Aquinnah Circle map 6 lot 22 to map 6 lot 23 by approximately 140 feet in the Cliffs and Town Wide DCPC.                                               Berta was recused as an abutter and GHLH Committee Member. Jim Newman would have been recused but was absent. Len Butler, Chairman of the GHLH Relocation Subcommittee, spoke on the Committee’s work over the past year and a half and how they selected the site to relocate the light house. The criteria established for finding a new location were sensibility i.e. is it an appropriate place for a light house. Next was suitability and sustainability. Proper elevations, stable soils and absence of ground water, load bearing capability. There were 4 potential relocation sites selected. Sites number 3 & 4 were eliminated for lack of suitability as they did not provide enough elevation for the light to operate as a navigational beacon as required by the Coast Guard. Len continued on and discussed how the 2 remaining potential sites were examined with geotechnical studies. GEI Consultants, an engineering firm from Boston, was hired to conduct a series of borings to the 2 remaining potential sites and their pathways to determine the load bearing capacities of the sub soil and to examine the geological formations to see if they can support a move and ultimately relocate the light.
Based on the geotechnical evaluation site number 2 contained loose sandy soil extending down 20 feet to a red clay formation and containing a lot of moisture and was not considered load bearing capable,  therefore was deemed to lack stability and sustainability. Site number 1 is the location that sits on a ridge with formation of stable clay and gravel mixture and with the absence of ground water. The sub soils are of the stable variety and would require less digging than site 2.  After examining all the criteria for a site selection, site number 1 was the most preferred based on all the data and scientific research. This site is 130 feet south east of the Lights current location. Len read a letter from the National Park’s Service who strongly urged site number 1 because it will have less negative changes to the light and least amount of impact to the natural and cultural resources in the area. Len stated that it was also the preferred location by the Tribe and MHC. Bettina Washington, Preservation Officer to the Wampanoag Tribe, stated that the chances of finding a burial ground in the area are less likely because we would not find a burial ground in areas with heavy clay.
Len passed out an analysis and comparison showing the amount of excavation and disturbance that both moves would present to site 1 and to site 2.
· Site 1 would have a straight forward move of 130 foot, a disturbance area of 3900sf of vegetation that would have to be removed and then replaced after the move for fill. This amounts to 866 cubic yards. Len also emphasized the importance of using the same fill to be used to refill the area after the move.
· Site 2 would have a 685 foot move that involves a turn and going over a bluff which would be destroyed by the move, a disturbance area of 19,500 sf which is the equivalent of 3660 cubic yards.
Pedestrian safety, a natural path and landscaping was briefly discussed. Len emphasized that they would come back again to present this plan and that they were only here for the siting permit at this time. According to the movers, International Chimney, a minimum of 35 feet is required to safely move the Light and currently there is 46 feet to the cliffs edge. Len stated the importance of timing in getting the permitting process underway to be able to start the move by spring 2015. Len continued on stating that the next step would be to come back to the PBPRC in a month at which time they hope to have a mutually acceptable memorandum of understanding, or not, between the GHLH Committee, Selectmen and abutters. Len stated that the goal is to come to a mutually agreeable solution to mitigate the impact. Len also added that going forward there will still be an opportunity to readdress any ongoing issues by a Committee that will be made up of the director of public works, a representative from the Tribe, a member of the Preservation Trust, Committee member of the MV Museum, light house keeper and several members at large as appointed by the selectmen.
Peter stated that even though this falls under the Town Wide DCPC for siting it is also the Cliffs DCPC where there is a no build no cut zone that close to the edge of the Cliffs and the Committee would not have the right to vary. Because of archeological, this would fall under the MVC DRI and will go to them for referral before it comes back to the PBPRC for the final vote. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack] The major responsibility of this Committee is to ensure that we do not do anything that will cause any long term damage to the cliffs. Peter also stated that he was concerned about ground water mitigation and how long the cuts will be open and asked Len to elaborate on ways to mitigate ground water that seeps out to the north and south damage such that it could last. Len said there is an experimental test well that they would like to pursue with a local hydrologist. By drilling a well deep enough to be able to redirect trapped ground water away from the eroding cliff.
At this time Peter entered a letter in to the record from the Islands End Condominium Association. David Jenson who spoke on behalf of the condo owners stated their concerns over the impact the new location will have on them. While they support the moving of the light house they also asked for mitigation to lessen the negative impact the new siting of the light will have on them. With the light house moving closer to their properties the condo owners stated their privacy was being severely encroached upon. 
After further discussion Peter entertained a motion to continue the Hearing to September 23rd at 7:05 site visit at 6pm. Motion was moved by Carlos, seconded by Jim W motion passed 
Public Hearing: Request for Special Permits from Ron Slate 9 Clay Pit Way map 4 lots 92 & 101 under sections 13.4-2, 13.4-7of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the construction of an addition to an existing single family dwelling where total footprint exceeds 2000sf in the Town Wide DCPC (continued from June 17)   At the request of the applicant, the hearing was continued to October 21 at 7:30, site visit at 4:30.
Public Hearing Request for Special Permits from Motco, LLC. 7 Skippers View lane map 5 lot 27 under ss10.1-4 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to reconstruct a timber stairway in the Coastal District. Chris Alley presented plans to rebuild the timber stair way and discussed their attempts to utilize easements. The Committee discussed the location of the stairway, impact to the area, and the materials that will be used. Mr. Cardona and Mr. Motland gave a brief history of the staircase they have used to access the beach for over 50 years. After much discussion Peter entertained a motion to approve the reconstruction of the timber stairway based on the design and materials presented and subject to all conservation Commission findings and order of conditions. Motion was moved by Berta, seconded by Jim W.
Public Hearing Request for Special Permits from Betsy Shay 7 Moshup Trail map 11 lot 25.2 under ss 13.4-1A & B of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to construct a 24X24 Garage in the Town wide DCPC. The Committee decided they needed more time to review the application. Hearing was rescheduled for September 30 at 7:05, site visit 5:00pm
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Public Hearing Request for Special Permits from Sheriffs Meadow Foundation East Pasture lane map 8 lot 71 under ss 13.4-1 A.2, 13.10-2, 13.9-1 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to create a 2 car parking area and clearing of trees in the Town Wide DCPC Sarah was recused as member to the Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation, and Jim W was recused as an abutter, leaving 4 PBPRC members resulting in a lack of quorum. Hearing was rescheduled for September 23rd at 7:45, site visit at 5:00pm

Public Meeting:
Peter discussed the zoning violations on the following properties with the Committee.
1. Patrick Ahearn 9 Oxcart Road map 2 lot 26  
2. Jeff Elghanayan 5 Mariners view lane map 6 lot 63
The Board voted to refer the violations to Jerry Weiner for enforcement.                                                  Jo-ann abstained.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Sibel Suman





Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Commi


ttee Meeting Minutes August 19


, 2014


 


Members Present: 


                                                                                                                             


      


Peter Temple, 


Berta Welch, 


Jo


-


 


Ann Eccher, Carlos Mo


ntoya, Sarah Thulin, Jim Wallen


                                                                                                                             


                  


Ab


sent: Jim Newman


                                       


                                                           


 


Others P


resent: Reid Silva, Chris Alley, Adam Wilson, Beverly Wright, Len Butler, Marshal 


Lee, Bettina Washington, Betsey Mayhew, 


Jed Smith, Bets


y Shay, 


Richard Skidmore, Roger 


Howlett, David & Di


ane Jenson, Judy Pianka, Roland Savage, 


Randy & Sandy 


Mot


land, Rodolfo 


Cardona, Anne Stewart, Suzanne Boyer, Peter Weiss, Judy Weiss, Jaime Weiss.


 


Present


 


via 


speaker phone, Jim Pickman


 


Public Meeting opened at 7:00


 


1.


 


The PBPRC Minutes from 


May20


th


,


 


June


 


1


7


th


 


& 


24


th


 


were approved as amended.


 


2.


 


Walter, Verdick 5 Sea Mist 


Lane map 12 lot 35.1, Request to extend a 


Special Permit.


 


Berta was recused as an abutter.


 


Chris Alley, 


on behalf of his clie


nt Walter Verdick,


 


requested


 


to extend a 


Special Permit dated 


September 30


th


 


2013


. Peter entertained a 


motion to extend 


the Special Permit for 1 year with a new expiration date of September 


30, 2015. Motion was moved by Sarah, seconded by Jim W. motion passed. 


 


Public Hearing


:


 


Request for Special Permits from Thomas 


Dourmashkin 65 Moshup Trail map 


10 lot 51 under ss 13.1(A) 2 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to abandon an existing cesspool 


and to install a Title V septic system upgrade in the Moshup


 


Trail DCPC.


 


Jo Ann was recused as 


an abutter. 


Reid Silva came before the


 


Committe


e and presented a plan showing the location of 


the proposed septic system. Peter entertained a motion to approve the request subject to receiving 


a positive finding on the archeological survey from MHC. Motion was moved by Jim W. 


seconded by Sarah


, motion passed unanimously.


                                                              


 


Public Hearing


: 


R


equest for Special Permits from The Town of Aquinnah under ss 13.4


-


1, 13.4


-


6 C, 13.4


-


11 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to relocate a pre


-


existing 


non


-


conforming 


structure, The Gay Head Light, from its current location 15 Aquinnah Circle map 6 lot 22 to map 


6 lo


t 23 by approximately 140 feet


 


in


 


the Cliffs and Town Wide DCPC. 


                                              


Berta was recused as an abutte


r and GHLH Committee Member


. Jim Newman would have been 


recused but was absent.


 


Len Butler, Chairman of the GHLH Relocation Subco


mmittee


, spoke on 


the Committee’s work


 


over the past year and a half and how they selected the site to relocate the 


light house


.


 


The c


riteria 


established for finding 


a new location were sensibility i.e.


 


is it an 


appropriate place for a light house


. Next was suitability


 


and sustainability


. 


Proper elevations, 


stable soil


s and absence of ground water, load bearing capability. 


T


here were 4 potential 


relocation 


sites selected.


 


Sites number 3 & 4 


were eliminated 


for lack of suitability 


as they did 


not prov


ide enough elevation 


for


 


the light to operate as a navigational beacon as required by the 


Coast Guard. 


Len continued on and disc


ussed 


how the 2 remaining potential sites 


were examined 


with geotechnical studies. 


GEI Consultants


, 


an engineering firm from Boston


, was hired to 


co


nduct


 


a series of borings to the 2 remaining 


potential 


sites and their pa


thways


 


to determine the 


load


 


bearing capacities of the sub


 


soil and to examine th


e geological formations


 


to see if 


they can 


support a move and ultimately relocate the 


light


.


 




Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Commi ttee Meeting Minutes August 19 , 2014   Members Present:                                                                                                                                       Peter Temple,  Berta Welch,  Jo -   Ann Eccher, Carlos Mo ntoya, Sarah Thulin, Jim Wallen                                                                                                                                                  Ab sent: Jim Newman                                                                                                       Others P resent: Reid Silva, Chris Alley, Adam Wilson, Beverly Wright, Len Butler, Marshal  Lee, Bettina Washington, Betsey Mayhew,  Jed Smith, Bets y Shay,  Richard Skidmore, Roger  Howlett, David & Di ane Jenson, Judy Pianka, Roland Savage,  Randy & Sandy  Mot land, Rodolfo  Cardona, Anne Stewart, Suzanne Boyer, Peter Weiss, Judy Weiss, Jaime Weiss.   Present   via  speaker phone, Jim Pickman   Public Meeting opened at 7:00   1.   The PBPRC Minutes from  May20 th ,   June   1 7 th   &  24 th   were approved as amended.   2.   Walter, Verdick 5 Sea Mist  Lane map 12 lot 35.1, Request to extend a  Special Permit.   Berta was recused as an abutter.   Chris Alley,  on behalf of his clie nt Walter Verdick,   requested   to extend a  Special Permit dated  September 30 th   2013 . Peter entertained a  motion to extend  the Special Permit for 1 year with a new expiration date of September  30, 2015. Motion was moved by Sarah, seconded by Jim W. motion passed.    Public Hearing :   Request for Special Permits from Thomas  Dourmashkin 65 Moshup Trail map  10 lot 51 under ss 13.1(A) 2 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to abandon an existing cesspool  and to install a Title V septic system upgrade in the Moshup   Trail DCPC.   Jo Ann was recused as  an abutter.  Reid Silva came before the   Committe e and presented a plan showing the location of  the proposed septic system. Peter entertained a motion to approve the request subject to receiving  a positive finding on the archeological survey from MHC. Motion was moved by Jim W.  seconded by Sarah , motion passed unanimously.                                                                  Public Hearing :  R equest for Special Permits from The Town of Aquinnah under ss 13.4 - 1, 13.4 - 6 C, 13.4 - 11 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to relocate a pre - existing  non - conforming  structure, The Gay Head Light, from its current location 15 Aquinnah Circle map 6 lot 22 to map  6 lo t 23 by approximately 140 feet   in   the Cliffs and Town Wide DCPC.                                                 Berta was recused as an abutte r and GHLH Committee Member . Jim Newman would have been  recused but was absent.   Len Butler, Chairman of the GHLH Relocation Subco mmittee , spoke on  the Committee’s work   over the past year and a half and how they selected the site to relocate the  light house .   The c riteria  established for finding  a new location were sensibility i.e.   is it an  appropriate place for a light house . Next was suitability   and sustainability .  Proper elevations,  stable soil s and absence of ground water, load bearing capability.  T here were 4 potential  relocation  sites selected.   Sites number 3 & 4  were eliminated  for lack of suitability  as they did  not prov ide enough elevation  for   the light to operate as a navigational beacon as required by the  Coast Guard.  Len continued on and disc ussed  how the 2 remaining potential sites  were examined  with geotechnical studies.  GEI Consultants ,  an engineering firm from Boston , was hired to  co nduct   a series of borings to the 2 remaining  potential  sites and their pa thways   to determine the  load   bearing capacities of the sub   soil and to examine th e geological formations   to see if  they can  support a move and ultimately relocate the  light .  

