Aquinnah Planning Board Plan Review Committee Meeting Minutes September 30, 2014                                                                                                                       Members Present: Peter Temple, Berta Welch, Carlos Montoya, Sarah Thulin, Jim Newman,                                                               Kathy Newman, Stand in Member for the Eddie Stahl Hearing
Members Absent: Jo-Ann Eccher Jim Wallen              
Also Present: Chris Alley, Isaac Taylor, Elissa Turnbull, Edward Stahl, Patrick Ahearn, Jay Macleod, Wendy Swolinski present as a member from the Aquinnah Affordable Housing Committee                             
Public Meeting Opened at 7:00 pm                                                                                                    Correspondence: Peter presented a request from Jim Decoulos on behalf of Gorda Realty Trust to extend a Special Permit for a single family dwelling. Jim N motioned to approve the extension, seconded by Carlos, motion passed. The new expiration date for the Special Permit is September 27, 2015.            
Public Hearing:  Request for Special Permits from Betsy Shay 7 Moshup Trail map 11 lot 25.2 under ss 13.4-1A & B of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to construct a 24X24 Garage in the Town wide DCPC. Continued from August 19th. Applicant arrived late, due to time constraints the hearing was continued to November 18th at 7:05.       
Joint Public Meeting with the Aquinnah Affordable Housing Committee;                                                 Presentation from the Healthy Aging Task Force. 
Peter presented data on the 65years of age and older population on Martha’s Vineyard. Currently the 65 years of age and older represent 16% of the Islands population. This figure is projected to reach 32% by 2030 and triple by 2060. The Healthy Aging Task Force is encouraging all the island towns Planning Boards and affordable housing Committee’s to take a look at their zoning bylaws to see what can be changed to address the need for affordable and accessible housing for the elderly, their care givers and family members.  Changes in Zoning can address this need without using large public subsidies. By laws that can allow accessory units or detached separate units on less than 4 acres was discussed. Peter encouraged both the Planning Board and the Housing Committee to start thinking of what can be changed in the bylaws. The plan was to start with a subcommittee comprised from the various boards and members at large to propose changes in the bylaws based on the needs in Aquinnah. Sample bylaws and language on visitability were handed out. 
Public Hearing: To act upon a request to amend a Previously Approved Plan and for Special Permits from Patrick and Marsha Ahearn 9 Oxcart Road map 2 lot 26 under ss 13.4-1, 10.1-4, 13.6, 13.4-9C, of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws to site a shed, barrel bin, gated fence and use of impervious material in the Coastal District.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Patrick Ahearn presented a landscaping plan. The Russian olives which are invasive on the property would be removed and replaced with native cedar trees, 8 to 10 feet tall. These trees would also act as screening. Other invasive plants will also be removed and replaced with native plantings to return the driveway back to the rural character that is prominent in the area along Oxcart Road. The shed, which was sited in an area that was not permitted, was also bigger than a 49 square foot shed which was previously proposed. Peter asked each Committee member to voice their comments regarding the current placement of the shed. Sarah stated that she could not support the siting of a structure in an area other than what was presented and approved. The Committee has been very strict with home owners on Oxcart Road as to where they can place structures and accessory structures such as a shed. Berta stated she agreed with Sarah and that the area is unique and sensitive and that siting of any man made structure is carefully reviewed. Many residents have asked for similar permits on Oxcart Road and have been denied. Oxcart Road is a highly sensitive area and footprint is very carefully reviewed. Peter clarified that with only 5 Committee members present, it would have to be a unanimous vote to approve the amendments and allow the shed to remain in its current location. Sarah reminded the PBPRC that there is a cease and desist notice on the property. This project needs a full notice of intent and a proper plan to be reviewed by Conservation Commission. The property is in the Mass endangered species priority habitat area location so Natural Heritage will also need to review the plan as well. After a long series of discussions Peter addressed Patrick and stated that it is his choice to go to Conservation Commission first and continue this hearing or have this Board vote, however based on the Committee’s comments the plan most likely would be denied. Patrick agreed to go to Con Com and continue this hearing. Peter entertained a motion to continue the hearing to October 21st at 8:30 moved by Jim N seconded by Carlos, motion passed.
Public Hearing: To act upon a request for Special Permits from Isaac Taylor 93 State Road map 6 lot 45.2 under ss 13.4-1, 13.4-3, 13.4-7, of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the siting and construction of a 50x50 garage studio with a detached bedroom where height will exceed 18 feet and total footprint exceeds 2000sf. Berta was recused as an abutter resulting in a lack of a quorum. Hearing was continued to October 28th at 7:05
Public Hearing: To act upon a request for Special Permits from Edward Stahl Light House Road map 5 lot 23.2, under ss 13.4-1, 13.4-3, 13.4-7, 13.10-2 of the Aquinnah Zoning Bylaws for the siting and construction of a single family dwelling with associated utilities, clear cutting of trees, siting of driveway and parking area where height will exceed 18ft and total footprint exceeds 2000sf.                                                                                                                                         Sarah was recused as a Sheriffs Meadow Foundation abutter. Kathy Newman stepped in as a committee member for the hearing. Elissa Turnbull presented plans of their proposed dwelling to the board. The Committee had previously gave a zoning Determination that the area is not open and highly visible. A full archeological review had also been completed. After a full review and discussion Peter entertained a motion to approve the plan as presented, Special permit to go over 2000sf because the applicant has more than sufficient acreage. Special permit for clearing only within the building envelope. Height not to exceed 24 feet above mean average grade. As a condition the mean average grade will be determined by schofield Barbini & Hoehn and recorded on the plan which will be resubmitted by the applicant. Motion to approve was moved by Jim N, seconded by Kathy N. Motion passed.                         
Respectfully Submitted by Sibel Suman
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